
 

 

 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING MINUTES 
December 15, 2015 

At 6:07 p.m. Ms. Jamieson called the meeting to order and announced that proper notice of the meeting 
was given as required by the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S. 10:4-6 et seq). Notice was sent to 
the municipal clerks, the Princeton Packet, Town Topics, and Trenton Times, posted in the Library, and 
distributed to the standard distribution list. 

Attendees 

TRUSTEES: Barack Bar-Cohen, Andrew Erlichson, Robert Ginsberg, Audrey Gould, Kiki Jamieson, Mayor 
Liz Lempert, Ruth Miller, Kevin Royer, Pam Wakefield 

Staff: Leslie Burger, Erica Bess, Susan Chernik, Janet Hauge, Karen Rackley, Janet Simon, Bonnie 
Sprouls, Sonja Vloeberghs,  

Other:  Phil Curran (Princeton Packet), Andrew Moss (Teen Rep), Elliot Wailloo (Teen Rep) 

As this was Ms. Burger’s final Board meeting, Ms. Jamieson and the Board said “Thank you, 
congratulations, and good luck” to Ms. Burger. 

Ms. Burger said, “Thank you for giving me this extraordinary privilege of leading this library and giving me 
your trust. And to my extraordinary staff, present and not present, you make me all look good every day 
and I couldn’t have done any of this without you. Thank you to the extraordinary Princeton community. 
Princeton is library heaven; it doesn’t get any better than this. For the extraordinary support and love we 
feel in this library every day, from the people who walk through these doors, many of whom are known 
to us, but an equal number whom are totally anonymous; it’s just a satisfaction beyond description.” 

Consent Agenda 

Mr. Ginsberg moved approval of the Consent Agenda; Ms. Wakefield seconded the motion. The motion 
passed unanimously (BBC, AE, RG, AG, KJ, LL, RM, KR, PW). 

 November 17, 2015 Meeting Minutes 

 November 24, 2015 Meeting Minutes (including Resolution 2015-35) 

 November Bills 

 Reports 

 Resolution 2015-33: Competitive Contracting – Website Redesign 

 Resolution 2015-34: Bank Signers – Capital Accounts 

 Resolution 2015-36: Q4 Special Event Revenue 
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2-Reimagine Presentation and Update 

Ms. Burger noted that last week, she present the library’s 2-reimagine project to the Town Council. It was 
an wonderful opportunity to tell them what the library is doing, and to share the good news about the 
funding and the progress made in such a short time. It was also an opportunity for me to say good-bye to 
the Council as well. Ms. Burger shared with the Board the presentation made to the Council. The 
presentation included the schedule: Dec 2015 – Construction documents in progress by A/E team; Jan 
2016 – Issue request for bids by late January; April 2016 – Begin construction with an estimated time for 
completion of 6-8 months. 

The library will remain open during construction; however, there may be intermittent closings due to 
certain aspects of construction. Parking at the garage will not be affected. The library will provide 
progress status to the community throughout the renovation. 

Ms. Burger noted that Ms. Simon will be the construction project manager and owner’s representative. 
Ms. Simon was an architect for 23 years. Ms. Burger noted that Ms. Bess will be responsible for the 
internal portion of the project: moving the 2nd floor; logistics management for customers, managing staff 
and provide workspace for staff. 

Ms. Burger noted that project has an advisory group consisting of construction experts that will review 
the construction bid documents, and make recommendations at the halfway point for anything that may 
need to be changed. Those that have agreed to be on the advisory group are: Mike Karl, manager of 
Princeton University’s Procurement office; Nicholas Garrison, the design architect of the library and now 
partner with FXFOWLE Architects, NYC; and Jeff Sands, real estate development and library donor. 

Construction Attorneys 

Ms. Burger noted that Ms. Simon was interviewing two construction attorneys; a construction attorney 
will help prepare the construction bid. Ms. Burger asked the Board for approval for Ms. Simon to identify, 
and select a qualified construction attorney. Mr. Royer asked if there was an attorney reviewing the 
proposal; Ms. Burger and Ms. Simon said that they would have the library’s attorney, Karen Cayci, look 
over the proposal.  

Mr. Ginsberg moved to allow Ms. Burger and Ms. Simon to proceed with hiring a construction attorney 
pending consultation and review by the library’s attorney, Karen Cayci, with the understanding that the 
Board will review the agreement after it has been signed; Ms. Miller seconded the motion. The motion 
passed unanimously (BBC, AE, RG, AG, KJ, LL, RM, KR, PW). 

2015 Performance Reviews and 2016 Compensation 

Ms. Burger noted that she had reviewed compensation issues with Ms. Jamieson, Mr. Bar-Cohen,  
Ms. Wakefield, Ms. Chernik and Ms. Sprouls. It was agreed that the library managers should complete 
their performance reviews for all employees prior to the end of 2015. Once the reviews are completed, 
salaries and wages will be adjusted to address compression issues and to reflect performance. 

2016 Budget Update 

Ms. Burger noted that the capital budget request has been revised from $750,000 to a revised $364,000 
request. She noted that the HVAC request was moved to 2017; the carpet replacement request was 
revised as the library had some funding for carpet replacement; the technology infrastructure request 
increased to reflect necessary purchases; the request for video surveillance cameras increased as the cost 
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of security cameras was underestimated; and smaller requests were combined for restroom renovations 
for a slight increase. 

2016 Board Meeting Dates 

Mr. Royer noted that the scheduled board date, January 19, is the first day for the new director. Mr. 
Royer recommended that date be changed. There was discussion on the date of the next Board meeting. 
Mayor Lempert suggested asking the new director if the date was acceptable to him. Ms. Jamieson 
offered to speak with Mr. Bonfield regarding the January 19 Board meeting; should Mr. Bonfield decide to 
change the January 19 meeting Ms. Rackley will poll the Board and the Director for a new date. 

2016 Board of Trustees Officers Nomination 

Ms. Miller, as part of the Nominating Committee (Mr. Royer, Mr. Bar-Cohen, Ms. Miller) recommended 
the following slate of officers for 2016: Mr. Royer – President, Ms. Wakefield – Vice President, Mr. Bar-
Cohen – Treasurer.  Mr. Ginsberg moved approval of the 2016 Board of Trustees officers; Ms. Jamieson 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously (BBC, AE, RG, AG, KJ, LL, RM, KR, PW). 

Paid Sick Leave for Part-time Library Employees 

Ms. Burger noted that the Board did not need to make any decisions on paid sick leave for part-time 
library employees. Mayor Lempert noted that Princeton currently offers paid sick leave to full- and part-
time employees; however, it does not offer paid sick leave to seasonal employees (those that work less 
than 20 hours per week). She noted that for every 30 hours of work, an employee can receive one hour of 
sick leave; the employee must work 90 days before being eligible for paid sick leave. Ms. Burger noted 
that there are 32 full-time employees and 45-50 part-time employees at the library and that the library 
was inconsistent with the town’s paid sick leave, as the library currently does not offer sick leave to its 
part-time employees. The Board will wait until January when the town is expected to adopt new language 
in the town’s personnel manual. 

Annual Resolutions 

Mr. Ginsberg moved acceptance of Resolutions 2016-02 through 2016-07; Mayor Lempert seconded the 
motion. The motion passed unanimously (BBC, AE, RG, AG, KJ, LL, RM, KR, PW). 

o Resolution 2016-01: Cash Management Plan 
o Resolution 2016-02: Signatures for Bank Accounts 
o Resolution 2016-03: Vendor Contracts in Excess of $17,500 
o Resolution 2016-04: Library Attorneys 
o Resolution 2016-05: Library Auditors 
o Resolution 2016-06: Open Public Meetings Act 
o Resolution 2016-07: Designation of Official Newspapers 

Meeting Schedule/Adjournment 

Mr. Ginsberg moved to adjourn the public meeting; Mayor Lempert seconded the motion The motion 
passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 7:04 p.m. 

The next Board meeting is scheduled for January 19, 2016 at 6 p.m.  


